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DOWN IN THE DUMPS  
Is Perry County only the beginning of coal ash being dumped on Alabama? 

 
An analysis by the Conservation Alabama Foundation finds that AlabamaÕs landfill permitting 
practices put the state at high risk for accepting more out-of-state coal ash and other toxic 
materials. 
 
ÒAlabama has 32 municipal landfills with a total permitted daily flow capacity of 51,205 tons,Ó 
said Adam Snyder, executive director of the Conservation Alabama Foundation. ÒConsidering 
Alabamians produce about 12,900 tons per day of waste, there is nearly four times the capacity at 
state landfills for AlabamaÕs needs.Ó1 
 
Eight of the 32 municipal landfills in the state are permitted to take out of state waste, with a 
total out-of-state capacity of 24,200 tons per day. New landfills, such as the proposed Conecuh 
Woods landfill in Conecuh County, could add 10,000 tons per day of out-of-state waste. 
 
ÒSuch a glut in landfill capacity makes Alabama a prime target for out-of-state waste, such as the 
toxic coal ash that is planned to be transported from Kingston, Tenn. to Perry CountyÕs 
Arrowhead Landfill,Ó Snyder said. ÒAlabamaÕs landfill permitting practices need to be reviewed 
before another landfill is allowed to open or a current landfill is allowed to expand.Ó 
 
The Arrowhead Landfill is permitted to accept 7,500 tons of garbage per day, although their 
website shows a capacity of 15,000 tons per day. Should Arrowhead put all of their permitted 
flow towards accepting the estimated 3.9 million tons of waste from the Tennessee Valley 
AuthorityÕs spill in Kingston, coal ash will be flowing into Perry County for more than 520 days.  
 
A Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation (LEAF) study in 2004 found that about two-
thirds of the landfills in Alabama are sited in and around impoverished and/or minority 
communities. Census estimates show that 31 percent of the citizens of Perry County live in 
poverty and a significant number of the countyÕs citizens are minority. 
 

#     #     # 

                                                
1 The 51,250 tons per day was taken from the Alabama Department of Environmental Management website. The 
12,900 tons per day comes from the 2008 Alabama Solid Waste Management Plan, which states that Alabamians  
deposited 4,697,915 tons of waste in municipal landfills in 2007. (4,697,915 million Alabamians / 365 days) 


